
GLOSSARY 
 
Acronyms Used in Subsidized Housing 
 

ACC Annual Contributions Contract. 

BR  Bedroom 

CDBG Community Development Block Grant 

CFR  Code of Federal Regulations.  Commonly referred to as "the regulations”.  

The CFR is the compilation of Federal rules which are first published in 

the Federal Register and define and implement statute. 

CPI  Consumer Price Index.  CPI is published monthly by the Department of 

Labor as an inflation indicator. 

CR  Contract Rent 

EBL  Elevated Blood-Lead Level 

FDIC Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

FHA  Federal Housing Administration 

FICA Federal Insurance Contributions Act - Social Security taxes 

FMHA U.S. Department of Rural Development (formerly: Farmers Home 

Administration) 

FMR Fair Market Rent 

FSS  Family Self-Sufficiency  

FY  Fiscal Year 

FYE  Fiscal Year End 

GAO Government Accounting Office 

GFC  Gross Family Contribution.  Note: Has been replaced by the term Total 

Tenant Payment (TTP). 

GR  Gross Rent 

HA  Housing Agency 

HAP  Housing Assistance Payment 

HAP Plan Housing Assistance Plan 

HCDA Housing and Community Development Act 

HCVP Housing Choice Voucher Program 

HQS  Housing Quality Standards 

HUD The Department of Housing And Urban Development 

HURRA Housing and Urban/Rural Recovery Act of 1983 

HV  Housing Voucher 



IG  Inspector General 

IGR  Independent Group Residence 

IPA  Independent Public Accountant 

IRA  Individual Retirement Accountant 

MSA Metropolitan Statistical Area established by the U.S. Census Bureau 

PHA  Public Housing Authority 

PMSA. A Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area established by the U.S. Census 

Bureau 

PS  Payment Standard 

QHWRA Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act 

QC  Quality Control 

RTA  Request for Tenancy Approval 

RFP  Request for Proposal 

RRP  Rental Rehabilitation Program 

SEMAP Housing Choice Voucher Management Assessment Program 

SRO  Single Room Occupancy 

SSMA Standard Statistical Metropolitan Area.  Has been replaced by MSA, 

Metropolitan Statistical Area 

TR  Tenant Rent 

TTP  Total Tenant Payment 

UA  Utility Allowance 

UARP Utility Allowance Reimbursement Payment 

URP  Utility Reimbursement Payment 

 
 
 



DEFINITIONS 
 Housing Choice Voucher Program 
  
Absorption 
In portability, the point at which the receiving PHA stops billing the initial PHA for 
assistance on behalf of a portability family.  The receiving PHA uses funds available under 
the receiving PHA consolidated ACC.   
 
Accessible 
1. When used with respect to the design, construction, or alteration of a facility or a 

portion of a facility other than an individual dwelling unit, means that the facility or 
portion of the facility when designed, constructed or altered, can be approached, 
entered, and used by individuals with physical disabilities.  The phrase "accessible to 
and usable by" is synonymous with accessible. 

2. When used with respect to the design, construction, or alteration of an individual 
dwelling unit, means that the unit is located on an accessible route, and when 
designed, constructed, altered or adapted, can be approached, entered, and used by 
individuals with physical disabilities. 

 
A unit that is on an accessible route and is adaptable and otherwise in compliance 
with the standards set forth in 24 CFR, Part 8, Housing Choice Voucher.32, is 
"accessible" within the meaning of this paragraph 2. 

 
When a unit in an existing facility which is being made accessible as a result of 
alterations is intended for use by a specific qualified individual with disabilities (e.g., a 
current occupant of such unit or of another unit under the control of the same 
recipient, or an applicant on a waiting list), the unit will be deemed accessible if it 
meets the requirements of applicable standards that address the particular disability 
or impairment of such person. 

 
Accessible Route 
A continuous unobstructed path connecting accessible elements and spaces in a building 
or facility that complies with the space and reach requirements of applicable standards 
prescribed by 24 CFR, Part 8, Housing Choice Voucher.32. 
 
An accessible route that serves only accessible units occupied by persons with hearing or 
vision impairments need not comply with those requirements intended to effect 
accessibility for persons with mobility impairments. 
 
Adaptability 
The ability of certain elements of a dwelling unit, such as kitchen counters, sinks, and grab 
bars, to be added to, raised, lowered, or otherwise altered, to accommodate the needs of 
persons with or without disabilities, or to accommodate the needs of persons with different 
types or degrees of disability. 
 
For example, in a unit adaptable for a hearing-impaired person, the wiring for visible 
emergency alarms may be installed, but the alarms need not be installed until such time 
as the unit is made ready for occupancy by a hearing-impaired person. 
 
 
 



Adjusted Income means Annual Income less the following allowances, determined in 
accordance with HUD instructions: 
1. $480 for each Dependent; 
2. $400 for any Elderly Family; 
3. For any family that is not an Elderly Family or disabled family, but has a member 

other than the head of household or spouse, Disabled Assistance Expenses in 
excess of three percent (3%) of Annual Income, but this allowance may not exceed 
the employment income received by Family members who are 18 years of age or 
older, as a result of the assistance to the Disabled Person; 

4. For any Elderly or Disabled Family; 
a. That has no disability assistance expenses, an allowance for Medical Expenses, 

equal to the amount by which the Medical Expenses exceed three percent (3%) 
of Annual Income; 

b. That has Disability Assistance Expenses greater than or equal to three percent 
(3%) of Annual Income, an allowance for Disability Assistance expenses 
computed in accordance with paragraph 3, above, plus an allowance for 
medical expenses, that is equal to the Family's Medical Expenses; 

c. That has Disability Assistance Expenses that are less than three percent (3%) 
of Annual Income, an allowance for combined Disability Assistance Expenses 
and Medical Expenses, that is equal to the amount by which the sum of these 
expenses exceeds three percent (3%) of Annual Income, and 

 
Admission 
The effective date of the first HAP contract for a family (first day of initial lease term) in a 
resident-based program. This is the point when the family becomes a participant in the 
program.  
 
Annual Contributions Contract (ACC) 
A contract under the Housing Act of 1937, as amended, between HUD and the PHA, 
containing the terms and conditions under which the Department assists the PHA in 
providing decent, safe, and sanitary housing for low-income families. 
 
The ACC must be in a form prescribed by HUD, under which HUD agrees to provide 
assistance in the development, modernization, and/or operation of a low-income housing 
development under the Act, and the PHA agrees to develop, modernize, and operate the 
development in compliance with all provisions of the ACC and the Act, and all HUD 
regulations and implementing requirements and procedures. 
 
A written agreement between HUD and a PHA to provide annual contributions to the PHA 
to cover housing assistance payments and other expenses pursuant to the Act. 
 
Annual Income 
1. Annual Income means all amounts, monetary or not, which: 

a. Go to, or on behalf of, the family head or spouse (even if temporarily absent) or 
to any other family member; or 

b. Are anticipated to be received from a source outside the family during the 12-
month period following admission or annual reexamination effective date; and 

c. Which are not specifically excluded in this section. 
d. Annual income also means amounts derived (during the 12-month period) from 

assets to which any member of the family has access. 
2. Annual Income includes, but is not limited to: 



a. The full amount, before any payroll deductions, of wages and salaries, overtime 
pay, commissions, fees, tips and bonuses, and other compensation for personal 
services; 

b. The net income from the operation of a business or profession.  Expenditures 
for business expansion or amortization of capital indebtedness shall not be used 
as deductions in determining net income.  An allowance for depreciation of 
assets used in a business or profession may be deducted, based on straight-
line depreciation, as provided in Internal Revenue Service regulations.  Any 
withdrawal of cash or assets from the operation of a business or profession will 
be included in income, except to the extent the withdrawal is reimbursement of 
cash or assets invested in the operation by the family; 

 c. Interest, dividends, and other net income of any kind from real or personal 
property.  Expenditures for amortization of capital indebtedness and an 
allowance for depreciation of capital assets shall not be used as deductions in 
determining the net income.  An allowance for depreciation is permitted only as 
authorized in the paragraph immediately above this paragraph.  Any withdrawal 
of cash or assets from an investment will be included in income, except to the 
extent the withdrawal is reimbursement of cash or assets invested by the 
Family.  Where the Family has Net Family Assets in excess of $5,000, Annual 
Income shall include the greater of the actual income derived from all Net 
Family Assets, or a percentage of the value of such Assets, based on the 
current passbook savings rate, as determined by HUD; 

d. The full amount of periodic payments received from social security, annuities, 
insurance policies, retirement funds, pensions, disability or death benefits, and 
other similar types of periodic receipts, including a lump-sum amount or 
prospective monthly amounts for the delayed start of a periodic amount (except 
as provided under Annual Income exclusions); 

e. Payments in lieu of earnings, such as unemployment and disability 
compensation, worker's compensation and severance pay (but see the 
paragraph on lump sum additions to family assets, below). 

f. Welfare Assistance.  If the Welfare Assistance payment includes an amount 
specifically designated for shelter and utilities, and such amount is subject to 
adjustment by the Welfare Assistance agency in accordance with the actual 
cost of shelter and utilities, the amount of Welfare Assistance income to be 
included, as income shall consist of: 
(1) The amount of the allowance or grant exclusive of the amount specifically 

designated for shelter or utilities, plus 
(2) The maximum amount that the Welfare Assistance Agency could in fact 

allow the family for shelter and utilities.  If the family's Welfare Assistance 
is ratably reduced from the standard of need by applying a percentage, 
the amount calculated under this paragraph shall be the amount resulting 
from one application of the percentage. 

g. Periodic and determinable allowances, such as alimony and child support 
payments, and regular contributions or gifts received from persons not residing 
in the dwelling. 

h. All regular pay, special pay and allowances of a member of the Armed Forces 
(but see paragraph below, on special pay to an Armed Forces person exposed 
to hostile fire). 

3. Annual Income does not include the following (Exclusions): 
a. Income from the employment of children (including foster children) under the 

age of 18 years; 



b. Payment received for the care of foster children or foster adults (usually 
individuals with disabilities, unrelated to the resident family, who are unable to 
live alone); 

c. Lump-sum additions to family assets, such as inheritances, insurance payments 
(including payments under health and accident insurance and Workers’ 
Compensation), capital gains and settlement for personal or property losses 
(but see the paragraph on payments in lieu of earnings, above). 

d. Amounts received by the family that is specifically for, or in reimbursement of, 
the cost of medical expenses for any family member; 

e. Income of a Live-In Aide, as defined in the regulations, who is a person who 
resides with an Elderly, Disabled Person or Persons and who: 
(1) Is determined to be essential to the care and well-being of the Person(s); 
(2) Is not obligated for the support of the Person(s); and 
(3) Would not be living in the unit except to provide the necessary supportive 

services. 
f. The full amount of student financial assistance paid directly to the student or to 

the educational institution; 
g. The special pay to a Family member serving in the Armed Forces who is 

exposed to hostile fire; 
h. Amounts received under training programs funded by HUD; 
i. Amounts received by a person with a disability, that are disregarded for a limited 

time, for purposes of Supplemental Security Income eligibility and benefits, 
because they are set aside for use under a Plan to Attain Self-Sufficiency 
(PASS); or 

j. Amounts received by a participant in other publicly assisted programs which is 
specifically for, or in reimbursement of, out-of-pocket expenses incurred (special 
equipment, clothing, transportation, child care, etc.), and which are made solely 
to allow participation in a specific program; 

k. A resident service stipend.  A resident service stipend is a modest amount (not 
to exceed $200 per month) received by a public housing resident for performing 
a service for the PHA, on a part-time basis, that enhances the quality of life in 
public housing.  Such services may include, but are not limited to, fire patrol, 
hall monitoring, lawn maintenance, and resident initiatives coordination.  No 
Resident may receive more than one such stipend during the same period of 
time; 

l. Incremental earnings and benefits resulting to any family member from 
participation in qualifying State or local employment training programs (including 
training programs not affiliated with a local government) and training of a family 
member as resident management staff.  Amounts excluded by this provision 
must be received under employment training programs with clearly defined 
goals and objectives, and are excluded only for the period during which the 
family member participates in the employment-training program; 

m. Temporary, nonrecurring or sporadic income (including gifts); 
n. Reparation payments paid by a foreign government pursuant to claims filed 

under the laws of that government by persons who were persecuted during the 
Nazi era; 

o. Earnings in excess of $480 for each full-time student 18 years old or older 
(excluding the head of household and spouse); 

p. Adoption assistance payments in excess of $480 per adopted child; 



q. Deferred periodic payments of supplemental security income and social security 
benefits that are received in a lump sum payment, or in prospective monthly 
amounts; 

r. Amounts received by the family in the form of refunds or rebates under State or 
local law for property taxes paid on the dwelling unit; 

s. Amounts paid by a State agency to a family with a member who has a 
developmental disability and is living at home to offset the cost of services and 
equipment needed to keep the developmentally disabled family member at 
home; 

t. Amounts specifically excluded by any other Federal statue from consideration 
as income for purposes of determining eligibility or benefits under a category of 
assistance programs that includes assistance under the United States Housing 
Act of 1937, including the following: 
(1) The value of the allotment provided to an eligible household for coupons 

under the Food Stamp Act of 1977. [7 United States Code (USC) ' 2017 
(b)]; 

(2) Payment to volunteers under the Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 
1973. [42 USC ' 5044(g), ' 5058]; 

(3) Payments received under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. [43 
USC ' 1626(c)]; 

(4) Income derived from certain sub-marginal land of the United States, is 
held in trust for certain Indian tribes. [25 USC ' 459(e)]; 

(5) Payments or allowances made under the Department of Health and 
Human Services' Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program. [42 
USC ' 8624(f)]; 

(6) Payments received under programs funded in whole or in part under the 
Job Training Partnerships Act. [29 USC ' 1552(b)]; 

(7) Income derived from the disposition of funds of the Grand River Band of 
Ottawa Indians. [Public Law (P.L.) 94-540, 90 Stat. 2503-2504]; 

(8) The first $2,000 of per capita shares received from judgment funds 
awarded by the Indian Claims Commission or the Court of Claims [25 
USC ' 1407-1408), or from funds held in trust for an Indian tribe by the 
Secretary of the Interior. [25 USC ' 117b, 1407]; 

(9) Amounts of scholarships funded under Title IV of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 including awards under the Federal work-study program or 
under the Bureau of Indian Affairs student assistance programs [20 USC 
' 1087uu].  Since Pell Grants are funded under Title IV, PHAs should 
exclude the FULL value of any Pell Grant.  These changes are effective 
10-1-92; 

(10) Payments received from programs funded under Title V of the Older 
Americans Act of 1965. [42 USC ' 3056(f)]; 

(11) Payments received on and after January 1, 1989, from the Agent Orange 
Settlement Fund or any other fund established pursuant to the settlement 
in the AIn Re Agent Orange product liability litigation. [M.D.L. No. 381 
(E.D.N.Y.]; 

(12) Payments received under the Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act of 
1980. [P.L. 96-420, 94 Stat. 1785]; 

(13) The value of any child care provided or arranged (or any amount 
received as payment for such are or reimbursement for costs incurred for 



such care) under the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 
1990 [42 USC ' 9858q].  This change was effective November 4, 1992; 

(14) Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) refund payments received after 
January 1, 1991. [USC ' 32(j)]; 

(15) Deferred Periodic Payments of Social Security and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) received after October 28, 1992.  This lump sum 
payment may represent the accumulation of periodic payments from a 
preceding period.  Collections activity on deferred periodic payments 
regardless of when they were received.  See Notice PIH 93-11 issued 
March 16, 1993; 

(16) Holocaust reparations received after April 23, 1993. [42 USC ' 1437a, ' 
1437d, ' 1437n and ' 3535(d)]. 

4. If it is not feasible to anticipate a level of income over a 12-month period, the income 
anticipated for a shorter period may be annualized, subject to a re-determination at 
the end of the shorter period. 

 
Applicable Surface 
All intact and non-intact interior and exterior painted surfaces of a residential structure 
(with reference to lead-based paint poisoning prevention). 
 
Applicant 
Applicant, or applicant family.  A family that has applied for admission to a program but is 
not yet a participant in the program.  
 
Assisted Lease 
A written agreement between an owner/landlord and a Family for the leasing of a dwelling 
unit by the owner/landlord to the Family under a Housing Assistance Contract between the 
owner/landlord and the PHA. 
 
In the case of cooperative of mutual housing, "lease" means the occupancy agreement or 
other written agreement establishing the conditions for occupancy of the unit. 
 
Auxiliary Aids 
Services or devices that enable persons with impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills 
to have an equal opportunity to participate in, and enjoy the benefits of, programs or 
activities receiving Federal financial assistance. 
 
For example, auxiliary aids for persons with impaired vision may include readers, Braille 
materials, audio recordings, and other similar services and devices. 
 
Auxiliary aids for persons with impaired hearing may include telephone handset amplifiers, 
telephones compatible with hearing aids, telecommunication devices for deaf persons 
(TDD's), interpreters, note takers, written materials, and other similar services and 
devices. 
 
Child 
A member of the family, other than the family head or spouse, who is under 18 years of 
age. 
For continued assistance under Restrictions on Assistance to Non-citizen only: Biological 
or adopted children only. Stepchildren (not related to either the head of the household or 
the spouse) and guardianship of minors (either formal or informal) are excluded. 



 
Childcare Expenses 
Amounts anticipated being paid by the Family for the care of children under thirteen (13) 
years of age during the period for which Annual Income is computed, but only where such 
care is necessary to enable a Family member to be gainfully employed, to actively seek 
employment or to further his or her education, and only to the extent such amounts are not 
reimbursed. 
 
The amount deducted shall reflect reasonable charges for childcare, and in the case of 
childcare necessary to permit employment, the amount deducted shall not exceed the 
amount of income. 
 
Reasonable childcare expenses, as defined by the PHA, shall not exceed the actual costs 
incurred. 
Citizen 
A citizen (by birth or naturalization) or national of the United States. 
 
Codes 
Includes building codes, housing codes, health and safety codes, sanitation codes and 
any law, ordinance or governmental regulation concerning fitness for habitation, or the 
construction, maintenance, operation, occupancy or use of a dwelling unit. 
 
Common Space 
Space available for use by assisted families and other occupants of the unit. 
 
Consolidated ACC 
Consolidated annual contributions contract.  See ' 982.151. 
 
Contiguous MSA 
In portability, an MSA that shares a common boundary with the MSA in which the 
jurisdiction of the initial PHA is located. 
 
Continued Assistance Family 
This is a mixed family who meets all the following requirements: 
1. The family was receiving assistance under a Section 214 covered program on June 

19, 1995, and 
2. Whose head of the household or spouse has eligible immigration status according to 

the requirements of the restrictions on assistance to non-citizen, and 
3. The family does not include any person (who does not have eligible immigration 

status) other than: 
 The head of the household; 
 Any spouse of the head of the household; 
 Any parents of the head of the household; 
 Any parents of the spouse; 
 Any children of the head of the household or spouse. 
This does not define Afamily for purposes of eligibility at the PHA (see AFamily in this 
Definition section.) 

 
A family entitled to continued assistance before November 29, 1996 is entitled to 
continued assistance as described in the above paragraph.  A family entitled to continued 



assistance after November 29, 1996 shall receive prorated assistance as described in 
section 5.520. 
 
Continuously Assisted 
An applicant is continuously assisted under the 1937 Housing Act if the family is already 
receiving assistance under any 1937 Housing Act program when the family is admitted to 
the Housing Choice Voucher Program.  
 
Contract Rent 
The total amount of rent specified in the Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) Contract as 
payable to the owner/landlord by the Family, and by HUD or the PHA on the Family's 
behalf. 
 
The monthly rent which an owner/landlord is entitled to receive for the leasing of a 
Manufactured Home Space to an Assisted Family, including any separate fees or charges. 
This rent includes the maintenance and management services described in the definition 
of Manufactured Home Space, but excludes ongoing utility charges. Separate fees or 
charges for services or facilities not included in the definition of Manufactured Home 
Space shall be included in the Contract Rent only if their payment is required as a 
condition of the leasing of the Manufactured Home Space.  In the case of a cooperative 
Manufactured Home park, "Contract Rent'' means the charges under the occupancy 
agreements between the members and the cooperative. 
 
Contract of Participation 
A contract in a form approved by HUD, entered into between a participating family and a 
PHA operating an FSS program that sets forth the terms and conditions governing 
participation in the FSS program.  The contract of participation includes all individual 
training and services plans entered into between the PHA and all members of the family 
who elect to participate in the FSS program, and which plans are attached to the contract 
of participation as exhibits.  
 
Controlled Substance 
Any drug or other substance, or immediate precursor included in the definition in Section 
102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802). 
 
Decent, Safe and Sanitary Housing 
Housing is decent, safe and sanitary if the requirements of 982.401 are met (Housing 
Quality Standards). 
 
Defective Paint Surface 
Paint on applicable surfaces that are cracking, scaling, chipping, peeling or loose (with 
reference to lead-based paint poisoning prevention). 
 
Dependent 
A member of the Family household (except foster children and foster adults) other than 
the Family head or spouse, who is under 18 years of age or is a person with a disability, or 
is a full-time student. 
 
Deposit 
Means an amount of currency or an instrument delivered to the owner/landlord by the 
resident as a pledge to abide by terms or conditions of the rental agreement. 



 
Dilapidated Housing 
See the definitions of Substandard Housing. 
 
Disability Assistance Expenses 
Reasonable expenses that are anticipated, during the period for which annual income is 
computed, for attendant care and auxiliary apparatus for a disabled family member and 
that are necessary to enable a family member (including the disabled member) to be 
employed, provided that the expenses are neither paid to a member of the family nor 
reimbursed by an outside source. 
 
Disabled Person or Family 
A person or family whose head, spouse, or sole member is a person with disabilities; or 
two (2) or more persons with disabilities living together; or one or more persons with 
disabilities living with one or more live-in aides.  A person who is under a disability, as 
defined in Section 233 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 423), or who has a 
developmental disability as defined in Section 102(7) of the Developmental Disabilities 
Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6001 (7)). 
 
Section 223 of the Social Security Act defines disability as: 
1. Inability to engage in any substantial, gainful activity by reason of any medically 

determinable physical or mental impairment which can be expected to result in 
death, or which has lasted or can be expected to last for a continuous period of not 
less than 12 months; or 

2. In the case of an individual who has attained the age of 55 and is blind (within the 
meaning of "blindness" as defined in the Social Security Act), inability by reason of 
such blindness to engage in substantial gainful activity in which he/she has 
previously engaged with some regularity and over a period of time. 

People who have been diagnosed with alcoholism or drug abuse are not part of the 
definition of Adisabled. 
 
Discriminatory Housing Practice 
An act that is unlawful under Housing Choice Voucher04, 805, 806, or 818 of the Fair 
Housing Act. 
 
Displaced Person or Family 
A person or family in which each member, or whose sole member, is a person displaced 
by governmental action, or a person whose dwelling has been extensively damaged or 
destroyed as a result of a disaster declared or otherwise formally recognized pursuant to 
Federal disaster relief laws. 
(See also the definition of Involuntary Displacement.  See 24 CFR, Part Subpart A, 
Section 5.420.) 
 
Domestic Violence 
The term ‘domestic violence’ includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence 
committed by a current or former spouse, by a person with whom the victim shares a child 
in common, by a person who cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as 
spouse,  by a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or 
family violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies, or by any other person 
against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts under the 
domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction. 



 
Domicile 
The legal residence of the household head or spouse as determined in accordance with 
State and local law. 
 
Drug Abuse and Other Criminal Activity Definitions 
1. Adult (Drug-Related and criminal Activity - a person who is 18 years of age or older, 

or has been convicted of a crime as an adult under any federal, state or tribal law. 
2. Covered Person - a tenant, any member of the tenant’s household, a guest or 

another person under the tenant’s control. 
3. Currently Engaging in Illegal Use of a Drug - with respect to behavior such as illegal 

use of a drug, other drug-related criminal activity, or other criminal activity, currently 
engaging in, means that the individual has engaged in the behavior recently enough 
to justify a reasonable belief that the individual’s behavior is current. 

4. Drug - a controlled substance as defined in section102 of the Controlled Substance 
Act. 

5. Drug Abuse Treatment Facility - An entity: (a) that holds itself out as providing, and 
provides, diagnosis, treatment, or referral for treatment with respect to illegal drug 
use; and (b) that is either an identified unit within a general care facility, or an entity 
other than a general medical care facility. 

 
Drug-Trafficking 
The illegal manufacture, sale or distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, 
sell, or distribute, of a controlled substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled 
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802). 
 
Dwelling 
Any building, structure or portion thereof which is occupied as, or designed or intended for 
occupancy as, a residence by one or more families, and any vacant land which is offered 
for sale or lease for the construction or location thereon of any such building, structure or 
portion thereof.  
 
Dwelling Unit 
A single unit of residence for a family of one or more persons.  Examples of dwelling units 
include:  a single family home; an apartment unit within an apartment building; and in 
other types of dwellings in which sleeping accommodations are provided, but toileting or 
cooking facilities are shared by occupants of more than one room or portion of the 
dwelling, rooms in which people sleep.  Examples of the latter include dormitory rooms 
and sleeping accommodations in shelters intended for occupancy as a residence for 
homeless persons. 
 
Earned Income 
Earned income means income or earnings included in annual income from wages; tips, 
salaries, other employee compensation, and self-employment (see 24 CFR 5.609).  
Earned income does not include any pension or annuity, transfer payments, any cash or 
in-kind benefits, or funds deposited in or accrued interest on the FSS escrow account 
established by a PHA on behalf of a participating family. 
 
Effective Date of Contract 
Effective date of contract of participation means the first day of the month following the 
month in which the FSS family and the PHA entered into the contract of participation. 



 
Elderly Person 
A person who is at least 62 years of age.  Allowance for medical expenses may be 
allowed for persons who are elderly but not disabled. 
 
Elderly Household 
A household whose head and/or spouse is considered elderly by definition.  Allowance for 
medical expenses may be allowed for all persons who reside in the household. 
 
Elevated Blood Lead Level 
Excessive absorption of lead, that is a confirmed concentration of lead in whole blood of 
25 ug/dl (micrograms of lead per deciliter of whole blood) or greater. 
 
Employer Identification Number 
The taxpayer identifying number of an individual, trust, estate, partnership, association, 
company, or corporation that is assigned pursuant to Section 6011(b) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of prior law, or pursuant to Section 
6109 of the Code.  The Employer Identification Number has nine digits separated by a 
hyphen, as follows: 00-0000000. 
Enrollment 
Enrollment means the date that the FSS family entered into the contract of participation 
with the PHA. 
 
Entrance 
Any access point to a building, or portion of a building, used by residents for the purpose 
of entering the building. 
 
Eviction 
Means any action initiated by the owner/landlord to regain possession of a dwelling unit 
and use of the premises. 
 
Evidence of Citizenship of Eligible Immigration Status 
The documents that must be submitted to the PHA as evidence of citizenship or eligible 
immigration status. 
 
Exterior 
All areas of the premises and outside an individual dwelling unit. 
 
Extremely Low-Income Families 
Families with incomes below thirty percent (30%) of the area median and households of 
various races and ethnic groups--within the Quality Housing Work Responsibility Act 
(QHWRA). 
 
Facility 
All or any portion of buildings, structures, equipment, roads, walks, parking lots, rolling 
stock or other real or personal property or interest in the property. 
 
Fair Housing Act 
Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended by the Fair Housing Amendments Act 
of 1988 (42 U.S.C. 3600-3620). 
 



Fair Market Rent 
The rent, including utilities (except telephone), and all maintenance, management, and 
other services, which would be required to be paid in order to obtain privately owned, 
existing, decent, safe, and affordable rental housing of modest (non luxury) nature with 
suitable amenities in the market area. 
 
Fair Market Rents are used by PHAs in the Housing Choice Voucher Program to develop 
the payment standard used to determine the appropriate amounts of housing assistance 
to be paid on behalf of participating families. 
 
The rent which would be required to be paid in order to obtain a privately owned, decent, 
safe and affordable Manufactured Home Space of a modest nature.  This rent includes 
maintenance and management services described in the definition of Manufactured Home 
Space for singlewide and doublewide Manufactured Home Spaces.  Rents for doublewide 
spaces will be permitted for Assisted Families of five (5) or more persons so long as the 
Manufactured Home meets the minimum occupancy standards for families.  Fair Market 
Rents will be established by HUD and will be published in the Federal Register. 
 
Familial Status 
One or more individuals (who have not attained the age of 18 years) being domiciled with: 
1. A parent or another person having legal custody of such individual or individuals; or 
2. The designee of such parent or other person having such custody, with the written 

permission of such parent or other person. 
The projections afforded against discrimination on the basis of familial status apply to any 
person who is pregnant, or is in the process of securing legal custody of any individual 
who has not attained the age of the eighteen (18) years. 
 
Family 
"Family" includes, but is not limited to: 
1. Two (2) or more persons who intend to share a residency whose income and 

resources are available to meet the family’s needs and who have a history as a 
family unit or have evidence of a stable relationship for at least one year if not legally 
married.  Evidence of a Astable relationship may include any of the following: birth 
certificate of the children, joint tax returns, prior lease, joint bank accounts, insurance 
policies, informal marriage certificates or equivalent documentation. 

2. A group of persons living together, related by blood, marriage or operation of law; 
3. A common-law husband or wife, as recognized under State law; 
4. A child who is temporarily away from home because of placement in foster care is 

considered a member of the family.  This provision only pertains to the foster child’s 
temporary absence from the home, and is not intended to artificially enlarge the 
space available for other family members; 

5. An elderly person; 
6. A disabled person; 
7. A displaced person; 
8. The remaining member of a resident family; and 
9. A single, 18 years old or older, person who is not an elderly or displaced person or a 

person with disabilities, or the remaining member of a resident family. 
 
Family Income 
Means Monthly Income as defined in HUD regulations, i.e., using Annual Income divided 
by 12. 



 
Family Self-Sufficiency 
Family Self-Sufficiency program or FSS program means the program established by a 
PHA within its jurisdiction to promote self-sufficiency among participating families, 
including the provision of supportive services to these families, as authorized by Section 
23 of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937. 
 
Family Share 
In the Housing Choice Voucher Program, the portion of the rent to owner paid by the 
family.  It is calculated by subtracting the amount of the housing assistance payment to 
the owner from the rent to owner same as Tenant Rent.  Family share will only equal TTP 
when rent to owner includes all utilities and is equal to or less than the payment standard. 
 
Family Unit Size 
The appropriate number of bedrooms for a family.  Family unit size is determined by the 
PHA under the PHA subsidy standards. 
 
Former Federal Preferences (24 CFR Sec. 982.207) 
The PHA may implement the following former federal preferences as Local Preferences: 
1. working families (head or spouse);  
2. families for person with a disability;  
3. victims of domestic violence; 
4. single persons who are elderly, displaced, homeless or a person with disabilities; and 
5. provide the same benefit to families whose head and spouse, is either 62 or older or 

a person with disabilities (if the PHA adopts local preference for working families). 
 
FSS Account 
FSS account means the FSS escrow account authorized by Section 23 of the U.S. 
Housing Act of 1937, and as provided by ' 984.305 of this part. 
 
FSS Credit 
FSS credit means the amount credited by the PHA to the participating family's FSS 
account. 
 
FSS Family 
FSS family or participating family means a family that receives assistance under the 
Housing Choice Voucher Program, and that elects to participate in the FSS program, and 
whose designated head of the family has signed the contract of participation. 
 
FSS Related Service Program  
Means any program, publicly or privately sponsored, that offers the kinds of supportive 
services described in the definition of Asupportive services'' set forth in 24 CFR ' 984. 
 
FSS Slots 
FSS slots refer to the total number of vouchers that comprise the minimum size of a 
PHA's Housing Choice Voucher FSS program. 
 
First Occupancy 
A building that has never before been used for any purpose. 
 
FMR 



Fair Market Rent. Defined in 24 CFR 982.4. 
 
Full-Time Student 
A person, head of household and/or spouse, who is carrying a subject load that is 
considered full-time for day students under the standards and practices of the educational 
institution attended.  An educational institution includes a vocational school with a diploma 
or certificate program, as well as an institution offering a college degree. 
 
Good Faith 
Means honesty in fact, in the conduct of the transaction concerned, as evidenced by all 
surrounding circumstances. 
 
Gross Rent 
The total monthly cost of housing an eligible family, or the sum of the Contract Rent plus 
Utility Allowance.  In the case of rental of only a manufactured home space, Gross Rent 
also includes the Family's monthly payment to amortize the purchase price of the 
manufactured home. 
 
 
 
Ground Floor 
A floor of a building with a building entrance on an accessible route.  A building may have 
more than one ground floor. 
 
Guest 
A person temporarily staying in the unit with the consent of a tenant or other member of 
the household who has express or implied authority to so consent on behalf of the tenant. 
 
HA 
A housing authority--both a public housing agency and an Indian housing authority. 
 
Handicap/Disability 
With respect to a person, a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or 
more of such person's major life activities; a record of having such an impairment, or 
being regarded as having such an impairment. 
 
This term does not include current, illegal use of or addiction to a controlled substance (as 
defined in Section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802). 
 
For the purpose of 24 CFR Part 100, Discriminatory Conduct under the Fair Housing Act, 
an individual shall not be considered to have a disability solely because that individual is a 
transvestite (a person, especially a male, who dresses in the clothing of the opposite sex 
for psychological reasons). 
 
Handicapped/Disabled Assistance Expenses 
Reasonable expenses that are anticipated, during the period for which Annual Income is 
computed, for attendant care and auxiliary apparatus for a Disabled Family member, and 
that are necessary to enable a Family member (including the Disabled member) to be 
employed, provided that the expenses are neither paid to a member of the Family nor 
reimbursed by an outside source. 
 



Handicapped/Disabled Person (included under ADisabled) 
A person having a physical or mental impairment that:  
1. Is expected to be of long-continued and indefinite duration; 
2. Substantially impedes the person's ability to live independently; and 
3. Is of such a nature that such ability could be improved by more suitable housing 

conditions.  
 
Has a Record of Such an Impairment 
As used in the definition of Disability, means has a history of, or has been misclassified as 
having, a mental or physical impairment that substantially limits one or more major life 
activities. 
 
Head of Household 
The adult member of the family, 18 years old or older, and who is the head of the 
household for purposes of determining income eligibility and rent. 
 
Home-visit (telephone interview) 
When applicants/participants are unable to physically come into the PHA’s office due age 
or medical condition, a home-visit (telephone interview) can be done to gather the needed 
to either complete an application for housing or for annual re-certification.  Verifications 
needing signatures can be either mailed to the individual or other arrangements can be 
made at PHA’s discretion. 
 
Housing Agency (PHA) 
Any state, county, municipality, other governmental entity, or public body (or agency or 
instrumentality thereof) that is authorized to engage in or to assist in the development or 
operation of low-income housing.  For the purposes of 24 CFR, Part 942, Resident 
Participation and Management in Public Housing, the term Public Housing Agency does 
not include Indian Housing Authorities.  As used in 24 CFR, Part 965, Subpart E, 
Resident’s Allowance for Utilities, PHA includes an Indian Housing Authority. 
 
Housing Assistance Payment 
The monthly assistance payment by a PHA.  The total assistance payment consists of: 
1. A payment to the owner/landlord for rent to owner/landlord under the family’s lease. 
2. An additional payment to the family if the total assistance payment exceeds the rent 

to owner/landlord. 
 
Housing Assistance Payments Contract 
A written contract between the PHA and an owner/landlord in the form prescribed by HUD 
headquarters, for the purpose of providing housing assistance payments to the 
owner/landlord on behalf of an Eligible Family. 
 
Housing Quality Standards 
The HUD minimum quality standards for housing assisted under the resident-based 
programs. 
 
Housing Choice Voucher Program 
The statutory merger of the Housing Choice Voucher tenant-based certificate and voucher 
programs into the new Housing Choice Voucher Program and makes other amendments 
to other provisions of the interim rule published on May 14, 1999. 
 



Housing Voucher Contract 
A written contract between a PHA and an owner/landlord, in the form prescribed by HUD 
for the Housing Choice Voucher Program, in which the PHA agrees to make housing 
assistance payments to the owner/landlord on behalf of an Eligible Family. 
 
Housing Voucher Holder 
A family that has an unexpired housing voucher. 
 
HUD 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development or its designated officer or 
employee. 
 
HUD Local Office 
Any HUD Office that has been delegated authority under the U.S. Housing Act of 1937 to 
perform functions pertaining to the area in which the PHA is located. 
 
Income Limits 
HUD establishes Very Low-Income and Low-Income limits that are used to determine if 
assisted housing program applicants qualify for admission to HUD-assisted programs.  
These income limits are based on HUD estimates for area median family income (using 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas or Primary Metropolitan Statistical Areas as defined by the 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB), and the Bureau of the Census definition of 
family) with specific statutorily permissible adjustments. If the income limits based on this 
approach would be less than if based on the relevant State non-metropolitan median 
family income level, income limits are based on the State non-metropolitan family income 
level. 
 
Independent Group Residence 
1. A dwelling unit for the exclusive residential use of two to twelve elderly or disabled 

individuals (excluding live-in Resident Assistant(s) if any), who are not capable of 
living independently, and who require a planned program of continual supportive 
services. 

2. Individuals residing in an Independent Group Residence and receiving Housing 
Choice Voucher assistance shall not require continual medical or nursing care, and 
shall be ambulatory or not require continual medical or nursing care, and shall be 
ambulatory or not confined to a bed continuously, and must be capable of taking 
appropriate actions for their own safety under emergency conditions.  

 
Individual Lease Shared Housing 
The type of Shared Housing in which the PHA enters into a separate HAP Contract for 
each assisted Family residing in a Shared Housing unit. 
 
Individual Training Services Plan 
Means a written plan that is prepared for the head of the FSS family, and each adult 
member of the FSS family who elects to participate in the FSS program, by the PHA in 
consultation with the family member, and which sets forth: 
1. The supportive services to be provided to the family member; 
2. The activities to be completed by that family member; and 
3. The agreed upon completion dates for the services and activities.  Each individual 

training and services plan must be signed by the PHA and the participating family 
member, and is attached to, and incorporated as part of the contract of participation.  



An individual training and services plan must be prepared for the head of the FSS 
family. 

 
Individual With Disability 
A person having a physical or mental impairment that (a) is expected to be of long-
continued and indefinite duration, (b) substantially impedes the person's ability to live 
independently, and (c) is of such a nature that such ability could be improved by more 
suitable housing conditions. 
 
Initial Contract Rent 
The contract rent at the beginning of the initial lease term. 
 
Initial PHA 
In portability, the term refers to both: 
1. A PHA that originally selected a family that subsequently decides to move out of the 

jurisdiction of the selecting PHA. 
2. A PHA that absorbed a family that subsequently decides to move out of the 

jurisdiction of the absorbing PHA. 
 
Initial Lease Term 
The initial term of the assisted lease.  The initial lease term is at least one year.  At the 
PHA’s discretion, lease term may be shorter than 1 year. 
 
 
Interior 
The spaces, parts, components or elements of an individual dwelling unit. 
 
Interim Reexaminations 
Some Housing Authorities also call this, "special" reexaminations.  The family must 
comply with regulations requiring them to report changes in income and family 
composition.  The PHA requires the reporting of the changes within 10 days of the 
effective change (or other date as established by the PHA).  The Housing Authority must 
determine if there is to be an adjustment to the Total Tenant Payment, Tenant Rent, 
and/or Housing Assistance Payment. 
 
Is Regarded as Having an Impairment 
As used in the definition of Disability, means: 
1. Has a physical or mental impairment that does not substantially limit one or more 

major life activities, but that is treated by another person as constituting such a 
limitation; 

2. Has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life 
activities only as a result of the attitudes of others toward such impairment; or 

3. Has none of the impairments defined under the definition of "physical or mental 
impairment," below, but is treated by another person as having such an impairment.  

 
Jurisdiction 
The area in which the PHA has authority, under State and local law, to administer the 
Housing Choice Voucher program. 
 
Lead-Based Paint 



A paint surface, whether or not defective, identified as having a lead content greater than 
or equal to one microgram of lead per square centimeter (one centimeter is slightly more 
than three-eights of an inch).  
 
Lease 
1. A written agreement between an owner/landlord and a resident for the leasing of a 

dwelling unit to the resident.  The lease established the conditions for occupancy of 
the dwelling unit by a family with housing assistance payments under a HAP 
Contract between the owner/ landlord and the PHA.  

2. In cooperative housing, a written agreement between a cooperative and a member of 
the cooperative.  The agreement established the conditions for occupancy of the 
member’s cooperative dwelling unit by the member’s family with housing assistance 
payments to the cooperative under a HAP contract between the cooperative and the 
PHA.  

 
Lease Addendum 
In the lease between the resident and the owner/landlord, the lease language required by 
HUD. 
 
Live-In Aide 
A person who resides with one or more elderly persons, or near-elderly persons, or 
persons with disabilities, and who: 
1. Is determined by the PHA to be essential to the care and well-being of the person or 

persons; 
2. Is not obligated for support of the person or persons; and 
3. Would not be living in the unit except to provide necessary supportive services.  (See 

the definition of Annual Income for treatment of a Live-In Aide's income.) 
 
Local Preference  
1. A preference used by the PHA to select among applicant families.   
2. PHA cannot deny or otherwise penalize a family solely because the family resides in 

public housing. 
 
Low-Income Family 
A family who’s Annual Income does not exceed 80 percent of the median income for the 
area, as determined by HUD, with adjustments for smaller and larger families.  HUD may 
establish income limits higher or lower than 80 percent of the median income for the area 
on the basis of its finding that such variations are necessary because of the prevailing 
levels of construction costs or unusually high or low-income family. 
 
Major Life Activities 
As used in the definition of Disability, means functions such as caring for one's self, 
performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and 
working. 
 
Manufactured Home 
A structure, with or without a permanent foundation, which is built on a permanent 
chassis, is designed for use as a principle place of residence, and meets the HUD 
Housing Quality Standards set forth in 24 CFR, Part 8, Sections 882.109 and 887.473. 
 
Manufactured Home Space 



The space on which the Manufactured Home is located, leased by a owner/landlord, and 
occupied by the assisted family.  The space shall include all maintenance and 
management services necessary for decent, safe and sanitary housing, such as 
maintenance of utility lines, garbage and trash collection, and maintenance of roads, 
walkways and other common areas and facilities.  
 
Marriage 
Marriage certified by a formal marriage license, or an informal marriage, as may be 
specified in State or local laws or regulations. 
 
Medical Expenses 
Those medical expenses, including medical insurance premiums, that are anticipated 
during the period for which Annual Income is computed, and that are not covered by 
insurance.  (Medical expenses are allowable only for Elderly or Disabled Families.) 
 
Minor 
A person who is under the age of legal competence and less than 18 years of age, unless 
otherwise determined by State Law. 
 
Mixed Family 
A family whose members include those with citizenship or eligible immigration status, and 
those without citizenship or eligible immigration status. 
 
Monthly Adjusted Income 
One-twelfth of Adjusted Income. 
 
 
Monthly Income 
One-twelfth of Annual Income. 
 
National 
A person who owes permanent allegiance to the United States, for example, as a result of 
birth in a United States territory or possession, including Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, Guam, Canal Zone, etc. 
 
Net Family Assets 
1. Net cash value after deducting reasonable costs that would be incurred in disposing 

of real property, savings, stocks, bonds, and other forms of capital investment, 
excluding interests in Indian trust land and excluding equity accounts in HUD home-
ownership programs. 

2. The value of necessary items of personal property, such as furniture and 
automobiles, shall be excluded. 

3. In cases where a trust fund has been established and the trust is not revocable by, or 
under the control of any member of the Family or household, the value of the trust 
fund will not be considered an asset so long as the fund continues to be held in trust.  
Any income distributed from the trust fund shall be counted when determining Annual 
Income. 

4. In determining Net Family Assets, the Authority shall include the value of any assets 
disposed of by an applicant or resident for less than fair market value, including a 
disposition in trust, but not in a foreclosure or bankruptcy sale, during the two (2) 
years preceding the date of application for the program, or reexamination, as 



applicable, in excess of the consideration received therefore.  In the case of a 
disposition as part of a separation or divorce settlement, the disposition will not be 
considered to be for less than fair market value if the applicant or resident received 
important consideration not measurable in dollar terms. 

 
Non-citizen 
A person who is neither a citizen nor a national of the United States. 
 
Normal Wear and Tear 
Means deterioration which occurs, based upon the use for which the rental unit is 
intended, without negligence, carelessness, accident, abuse or intentional damage of the 
premises, equipment or chattels of the owner/landlord by the resident, members of the 
resident's household, or by his/her invitees or guests.  However, uncleanliness does not 
constitute normal wear and tear. 
 
Owner/Landlord 
Any person or entity, including a cooperative, having the legal right to lease or sublease a 
unit to a participant. 
 
Participant 
A family that has been admitted to the PHA program, and is currently assisted in the 
program.  The family becomes a participant on the effective date of the first HAP contract 
executed by the PHA for the family (first day of initial lease term). 
 
Payment Standard 
In the Housing Choice Voucher Program, an amount used by the PHA to calculate the 
housing assistance payment for a family.  Each payment standard amount is based on the 
fair market rent.  The PHA adopts a payment standard for each bedroom size and for 
each fair market rent area in the PHA jurisdiction.  The payment standard for a family is 
maximum monthly subsidy payment. 
 
Person 
Includes one or more individuals, corporations, partnerships, associations, labor 
organizations, legal representatives, mutual companies, joint-stock companies, trusts, 
unincorporated organizations, trustees, trustees in cases under Title 11 of the United 
States Code, receivers, and fiduciaries. 
 
PHA Jurisdiction 
The area in which the PHA is not legally barred from entering into Housing Assistance 
Contracts. 
 
Physical or Mental Impairment 
As used in the definition of Disability, includes: 
1. Any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic disfigurement, or anatomical loss 

affecting one or more of the following body systems:  Neurological; musculo-skeletal; 
special sense organs; respiratory, including speech organs; cardiovascular; 
reproductive; digestive; Genitourinary; hemic and lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; or 

2. Any mental or psychological disorder, such as mental retardation, organic brain 
syndrome, emotional or mental illness, and specific learning disabilities. 

 



The term "physical or mental impairment" includes, but is not limited to, such 
diseases and conditions as orthopedic, visual, speech and hearing impairments, 
cerebral palsy, autism, epilepsy, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, cancer, 
heart disease, diabetes, Human Immunodeficiency Virus infection, mental 
retardation, emotional illness, drug addiction (other than addiction caused by current, 
illegal use of a controlled substance) and alcoholism. 

 
Portability 
Renting a dwelling unit with Housing Choice Voucher resident-based assistance outside 
the jurisdiction of the initial PHA. 
 
Preference Over Single Persons 
An applicant that is a one- or two-persons elderly, disabled or displaced family, must be 
given a preference over an applicant that is a single person who is not an elderly, 
displaced person, or a person with disabilities. 
 
Premises 
The building or complex in which the dwelling units is located, including common areas 
and grounds. 
 
Public Housing Agency (PHA) 
Any State, county, municipality, or other governmental entity or public body (or agency or 
instrumentality thereof) that is authorized to engage in, or to assist in the development or 
operation of low-income housing.  
 
Public Use Areas 
Interior or exterior rooms or spaces of a building that are made available to the general 
public.  Public use may be provided at a building that is privately or publicly owned. 
 
 
Qualified Individual With Disabilities 
1. With respect to employment, an individual with disabilities who, with reasonable 

accommodation, can perform the essential functions of the job in question; and 
2. With respect to any non employment program or activity which requires a person to 

perform services or to achieve a level of accomplishment, an Individual With 
Disabilities who meets the essential eligibility requirements and who can achieve the 
purpose of the program or activity without modifications in the program or activity that 
the recipient can demonstrate would result in a fundamental alteration in its nature; 
or 

3. With respect to any other non-employment program or activity, an Individual With 
Disabilities who meets the essential eligibility requirements for participation in, or 
receipt of benefits from, that program or activity. 

 
Essential eligibility requirements include stated eligibility requirements, such as 
income, as well as other explicit or implicit requirements inherent in the nature of the 
program or activity, such as requirements that an occupant of multifamily housing be 
capable of meeting the recipient's selection criteria, and be capable of complying with 
all obligations of occupancy with or without supportive services provided by persons 
other than the recipient. 

 
Reasonable Accommodation 



Means making alterations or adaptation to provide access to otherwise qualified 
individuals with disabilities, in the use of the program and facilities, without causing undue 
hardship or substantially altering the program or activity. 
 
Reasonable Rent 
A rent to owner/landlord that is not more than either: 
1. Rent charged for comparable units in the private unassisted market; or 
2. Rent charged by the owner/landlord for a comparable assisted or unassisted unit in 

the building or premises. 
 
Residency Preference 24 CFR Sec. 982.207 
Eliminates the explicit requirement that PHA’s seek HUD approval before establishing a 
residency preference (although the Housing Choice Voucher Administrative plan is a 
supporting document to the annual PHA Plan).  PHA’s may adopt a residency preference 
if the preference does not delay or deny admission to the program based on race, color 
ethnic origin, gender, religion, disability or age.  Residency area must not be smaller than 
a county or municipality. 
 
Receiving PHA 
In portability, a PHA that receives a family selected for participation in the tenant-based 
program of another PHA.  The receiving PHA issues a voucher, and provides program 
assistance to the family. 
Regular Reexaminations 
The PHA must reexamine the income and composition of all families at least once every 
twelve (12) months.  The family is required to submit any certification, release, information 
or documentation that the Housing Authority or HUD has determined necessary. 
 
The PHA will adjust the Total Tenant Payment and Housing Assistance Payment to reflect 
the changes in income and family composition. 
 
 
Related Lease Shared Housing 
The type of Shared Housing in which the PHA enters into a single HAP Contract for two 
assisted Families residing in a Shared Housing unit. 
 
Rent to Owner/Landlord 
The monthly rent payable to the owner/landlord under the lease.  Rent to owner/landlord 
includes payment for any services, maintenance and utilities to be provided by the 
owner/landlord in accordance with the lease.  
 
Rental Voucher 
A document issued by a PHA to a family selected for admission to the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program.  The voucher describes the program, and the procedures for PHA 
approval of a unit selected by the family.  The voucher also states the obligations of the 
family under the program. 
 
Resident 
Means a person entitled, under a rental agreement, to occupy a dwelling unit in peaceful 
possession, to the exclusion of others, and includes the owner/landlord of a mobile home 
renting premises, other than a lot or parcel in a mobile home park, for use as a site for the 
location of the mobile home. 



 
Responsible Entity 
The person or entity responsible for administering the restrictions on providing assistance 
to Non-citizens with ineligible immigration status: 
1. For the Housing Choice Voucher Rental Housing Voucher and the Housing Choice 

Voucher Moderate Rehabilitation programs, the housing authority (PHA) 
administering the program under an ACC with HUD; 

2. For all other Housing Choice Voucher programs, the owner/landlord. 
 
Section 214 
Section 214 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1980, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 1436a).  Section 214 restricts HUD from making financial assistance available for 
non-citizen unless they meet one of the categories of eligible immigration status specified 
in Section 214.  See also paragraph 1-2, Authority. 
 
Section 214 Covered Programs 
Programs to which the restrictions imposed by Section 214 apply are programs that make 
available financial assistance pursuant to the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437-1440), Section 235 or Section 236 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 
1715z-1) and Section 101 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1065 (12 U.S.C. 
1701s). 
 
Section 504 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 29 U.S.C. 794, as it applies to 
programs or activities receiving Federal financial assistance. 
 
Setup Charges 
Charges payable by an Assisted Family for assembling, skirting and anchoring the mobile 
home unit. 
 
Sex-Offender 
HUD determines a sex-offender to be someone who is required to be registered in a 
AState life-time sexual offender registry. 
 
Single Family Residence 
Means a structure maintained and used as a single dwelling unit.  Notwithstanding that a 
dwelling unit shares one or more walls with another dwelling unit, it is a single family 
residence if it has direct access to a street or thoroughfare and does not share heating 
facilities, hot water equipment, nor any other essential facility or service with any other 
dwelling unit. 
 
Single Person 
A person who lives alone, or intends to live alone, and who does not qualify as an Elderly 
Family, a Displaced Person, or the Remaining Member of a Resident Family. 
 
Single Room Occupancy Housing 
A unit which contains no sanitary facilities or food preparation facilities, or which contains 
one but not both types of facilities (as those facilities are defined in 24 CFR 882.109(a) 
and (b) and which is suitable for occupancy by a single eligible individual capable of 
independent living.  The unit is located within a multifamily structure consisting of more 
than 12 units. 



 
Social Security Number 
The number that is assigned to a person by the Social Security Administration of the 
Department of Health and Human Services, and that identifies the record of the person's 
earnings that are reported to the Administration. 
 
The Social Security Number has nine digits separated by hyphens, as follows:  000-00-
0000.  It does not include a number with a letter as a suffix that is used to identify an 
auxiliary beneficiary under the Social Security System. 
 
Special Admission 
Admission of an applicant that is not on the PHA waiting list, or without considering the 
applicant's waiting list position.  
 
Special Reexaminations 
See Interim Reexaminations. 
 
Spouse 
Means the husband or wife of the head of the household. 
 
Spouse refers to the marriage partner, either a husband or wife, who is someone you 
need to divorce in order to dissolve the relationship.  It includes the partner in a common 
law marriage.  It does not cover boyfriends, girlfriends, significant others, or Aco-head.  
ACo-head is a term recognized by some HUD programs, but not be public and Indian 
housing programs.  This definition applies to Restrictions on Assistance to Non-citizen. 
 
State 
Any of the several States of the United States of America, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the territories and possessions of the United States, the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and Indian tribes. 
 
 
Stalking 
The term ‘stalking’ means engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person 
that would cause a reasonable person to fear for his or her safety or the safety of others; 
or suffer substantial emotional distress.   
 
Stalking may include to follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to kill, 
injure, harass, or intimidate another person; and/or to place under surveillance with the 
intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person; in the course of, or as a result of, 
such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in 
reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily harm to:  (i) that person; (ii) a member of 
the immediate family of that person; or (iii) the spouse or intimate partner of that person.  
Immediate family member means , with respect to a person- - a spouse, parent, brother or 
sister, or child of that person, or an individual to whom that person stands in loco parentis; 
or any other person living in the household of that person and related to that person by 
blood and marriage. 
 
Statement of Family Responsibility 
An agreement, in the form prescribed by HUD, between the PHA and a Family to be 
assisted under the Program, stating the obligations and responsibilities of the two parties. 



 
Subsidy Standards 
Standards established by a PHA to determine the appropriate number of bedrooms and 
amount of subsidy for families of different sizes and compositions (see definition of Afamily 
unit size). 
 
Suspension 
Stopping the clock on the term of a family’s voucher for such period as determined by the 
PHA, from the time when the family submits a request for PHA approval to lease a unit, 
until the time when the PHA approves or denies the request. 
 
Temporary Deferral 
Temporary deferral of termination of assistance is granted, the deferral period shall be for 
an initial period not to exceed six (6) months.  The initial period may be renewed for 
additional periods of six (6) months, but the aggregate deferral period for deferrals 
provided after November 29, 1996 shall not exceed a period of eighteen (18) months.  The 
aggregate deferral period for deferrals granted prior to November 29, 1996 shall not 
exceed three (3) years.  These time periods do not apply to a family that includes a 
refugee under section 207 of the Immigration and Nationality Act or an individual seeking 
asylum under section 208 of that Act. 
 
Tenant 
The person or persons (other than a live-in aide) who executed the lease as lessee of the 
dwelling unit. 
Tenant-Based 
Rental assistance that is not attached to the structure. 
 
Tenant Rent 
In the Housing Choice Voucher Program, the portion of the rent to the owner paid by the 
family.  It is calculated by subtracting the amount of the housing assistance payment to 
the owner from the rent to owner.  
 
Term 
Means the period of occupancy specified in the rental agreement. 
 
Total Tenant Payment 
Total Tenant Payment for families whose initial lease is effective on or after August 1, 
1982. 
Total tenant payment is the amount calculated under section 3(a)(1) of the 1937 Act (42 
U.S.C. 1437a(a)(1)).  Total Tenant Payment shall be the highest of the following, rounded 
to the nearest dollar: 
1. 30 percent of Monthly Adjusted Income; 
2. 10 percent of Monthly Income; or 
3. If the family’s welfare assistance is ratably reduced from the standard of need by 

applying a percentage, the amount calculated under paragraph (C) of section 3(a)(1) 
of the 1937 Act (42 U.S.C. 1437a(a)(1)(C)) shall be the amount resulting from one 
application of the percentage. 

4. A minimum amount of tenant rent as defined by the housing agency up to $50.00. 
 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS) 
Formerly the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). 



 
Utility Allowance  
If the cost of utilities (except telephone) and other housing services for an assisted unit is 
not included in the Contract Rent, but is the responsibility of the Family occupying the unit, 
an amount equal to the estimate made or approved by the PHA or HUD under applicable 
sections of HUD regulations of the monthly costs of a reasonable consumption of such 
utilities and other services for the unit by an energy-conservative household of modest 
circumstances, consistent with the requirements of a safe, sanitary, and healthful living 
environment. 
 
Utility Allowance Reimbursement Payment 
See Utility Reimbursement. 
 
Utility Hook Up Charges 
Costs payable by an Assisted Family for connecting its Manufactured Home to utilities 
such as water, gas, electrical and sewer lines. 
 
Utility Reimbursement Payment 
In the Housing Choice Voucher Program the portion of the housing assistance payment 
that exceeds the amount of rent to the owner.  May also be referred to as Utility Allowance 
Reimbursement Payment. 
 
Very Low-Income Family 
1. A low-income family whose annual income does not exceed 50 percent of the 

median income for the area, as determined by HUD, with adjustments for smaller 
and larger families. 

2. HUD may establish income limits higher or lower than 50 percent of the median 
income for the area, on the basis of its finding that such variations are necessary 
because of unusually high or low family incomes. 

 
Veteran 
1. Means any person honorably discharged from the Armed Forces of the United 

States, who served in, but not limited to, World War I, between April 6, 1917, and 
November 11, 1918, both dates inclusive; or in World War II, on or after December 7, 
1941, until final cessation of all hostilities; or in the Korean Conflict; Lebanon Crisis; 
Berlin Crisis; the Congo; the Dominican Republic, and Vietnam. 

2. "Veteran" does not include a person enlisted and accepted for active training only for 
a period of six (6) months or less. 

 
Violent Criminal Activity 
Any illegal criminal activity that has as one of its elements the use, attempted use, or 
threatened use of physical force against the person or property of another. 
 
Voucher (rental voucher) 
A document issued by a PHA to a family selected for admission to the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program.  The voucher describes the program, and the procedures for PHA 
approval of a unit selected by the family.  The voucher also states the obligations of the 
family under the Housing Choice Voucher Program. 
 
Waiting List Admission 
An admission from the PHA waiting list. 



 
Welfare Assistance 
Welfare or other payments to families or individuals, based on need, that are made under 
programs funded, separately or jointly, by Federal, State or local governments. 
 
Welfare-to-Work 
Families assisted by a PHA with Voucher funding awarded to the PHA under the HUD 
Welfare-to-Work Voucher Program. 
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NOTICE 
 
 

The Nelrod Company has made its best efforts to comply with 
regulations, laws, and Federal/local policies.  The Nelrod Company does 
not offer advice on legal matters or render legal opinions.  We 
recommend that this policy be reviewed by the Housing Authority’s 
general counsel and/or attorney prior to approval by the Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
The Nelrod Company is not responsible for any changes made to these 
policies by any party other than The Nelrod Company. 

 


